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accessible to research scholars in two collections of sources
brought out by the University of Madras. The first one is
entitled Sources of Vijayanagara History. This was edited
by Nilakanta Sastry and N. Venkataramanayya, and
published in 1946. Hundreds of extracts have been brought
together in these collections and they are drawn from works
in all languages like Sanskrit, Persian, Telugu, Kannada,
Tamil and Malayalam. Generally the texts have also been
translated fully into English; in some instances, however, a
brief summery of the essential details has been considerd,
enough to guide research scholars who are unable to read
the originals. In a comprehensive introduction
N.Venkataramanayya has discussed the historical
significance of the extracts and sought to indicate the ways
in which our knowledge of History of Vijayanagara is
amplified by the new material presented. For example, the
records known as Dandakaviles or Kaifiets have been
presented in these volumes. They are village registers
containing information about the political, religious, social and
economic conditions of the village.
The Mackenzie collections contain traditional and
late state papers on the revenue systems of those times,
Col. Mackenzie, the surveyor-general under the East India
Company, through his native agents collected village
accounts in the shape of manisciipts on the history of the
various localities, inscriptions, revenue settlements, the
agriculture and the village industries and mines and local
traditions. The manuscripts contain valuable information on